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STAFF  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  • 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 

Divisional  Medical  Officer*  M*  Hunter,  M.B#E* ,M#D# ,D#P#H* 
Sanitary  Inspector,  W«  Mitchell,  A*R*S* I. ,M.S,I*A* 

Clerk • 


Mrs*  N.  Stevens. 


Divisional  Health  Office, 
19a,  High  Street, 
Skipton. 

?o  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee. 


ir.  Chairnan,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  report  for  the  year 
-953*,  and  including  as  an  appendix  a  report  on  the  Local  Health  Authority1  s 
services  in  the  West  Riding  County  Councils  No.l.  Health  Division  which  covers 
die  urban  districts  of  Silsden,  Skipton,  Earby  and  Barnoldswick,  and  the  Skip  ton 
itral  District. 

The  sections  of  the  report  dealing  with  housing,  factories, 
nvironmental  hygiene  and  the  supervision  of  food  have  been  compiled  by  the 
anitary  Inspector  to  whom  ny  thanks  are  due,  not  only  for  this,  but  for  his 
lose  co-operation  and  valued  assistance  throughout  the  year. 

Viewed  from  the  statistical  angle  it  nay  be  regarded  as  a 
atisfactory  year  in  some  respects,  less  so  in  others*  11  Health  is  a  condition 
f  complete  physical,  mental  and  social  well  being,  and  not  merely  an  absence  of 
isease  or  infirmity”.  Such  is  the  accepted  definition  of  the  charter  of  the 
orld  Health  Organisation,  and  we  are  obviously  very  far  from  its  attainment, 
o  fewer  than  908? 000  people  were  drawing  insurance  for  sickness  absence  on  an 
verage  day  in  1950.  This  figure  does  not  include  absences  from  industrial 
ccid„ents,  prescribed  industrial  diseases,  nor  all  the  trivial  but  common  absences 
asting  four  days  or  less*  Even  so  it  represents  1  in  every  25,  or  hfjo  of  the 
insured  population.  Such  a  vast  toll  of  ill  health,  much  of  it  preventable, 
hows  that  there  are  no  grounds  for  complacency:  and  that  although  much  has  been 
one  to  improve  the  health  of  the  people,  there  is  much  which  remains  to  be  done 
y  every  authority  dealing  with  this  problem,  no  natter  how  limited  their  powers 
md  resources  nay  be. 

In  concluding  this  introduction,  I  should  like  to  place  on 
pcord  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members,  the  Clerk  and  other  officials,  and 
me  staff  of  the  department  for  their  kindness  and  courteous  assistance  at  all 
ines* 

I  an, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M*  Hunter. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Rateable  Value  for  General  Rate  oea  » * »  *<>©  •••  •••  ©••  £29*  832, 

Sun  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  *.©  ©«©  ©*©  •••  •••£118*  6s©  la. 
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Barth  Rates,,  Death  Rates .  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality  and  Case  Rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases 
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COMMENTARY  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS, 


BIRTHS; 


The  birth  rate  was  16.0 compared  with  rates  of  15,4  and 
15.0  in  the  two  preceding  years,  and  with  the  Administrative  County 
and ‘'National  rates  of  15.7  and  15.5  respectively* 

DEATHS ; 

The  crude  death  rate  at  10,9  compares  favourably  with  rates 
of  10.1.,  13.09  and  12.8  in  the  three  preceding  years:  and  with  the 
County  and  National  rates  for  1953  which  were  11.6  and  11.4  respectively. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY a 

This  is  the  death  rate  of  children  under  one  year  per  thousand 
live  births.  At  23  it  is  higher  than  the  1952  rate  of  11.8.,  but  lower 
than  the  1951  figure  of  46.5*  It  should ,  however,  be  remembered  that 
fluctuations  are  given  in  disproportionate  emphasis  by  the  small  figures 
involved  in  local  calculations. 

The  County  and  National  rates  for  1953  were  29 #2  and  26.8 
respectively. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY: 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  report  yet  another  year  without  a 
death  attributable  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  or  the  puerperium. 


SECTION  B. 


PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 


1.  GENERAL . 


The  home  nursing,  midwifery,  health  visiting,  ambulance,  home 
help  and  mental  health  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council,  and 
dealt  with  in  the  Appendix.  Reference  will  also  be  found  there  to  staffing 
and  clinic  arrangements,  vaccination  and  ixronisat ion,  the  prevention  of 
illness  and  the  school  health  service. 

2.  LABORATORY  *  SERVICES  * 


The'- Medical  Research  Council^  laboratories  in  Wakefield  and 
Bradford  are  available  for  the  examination  of  water,  milk,  ice-cream  and 
a  variety  of  pathological  specimens.  They  provide  an  excellent  service, 
and  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  directors  is  greatly  appreciated. 


HOSPITAL  SERVICES o 


Maternity  accomodation  is  available  at  the  Cawder  Ghyll,  St.  John1  s 
(Keighley)  ,  St.  Winifred’s  (Ilkley)  and  Skipton  General  Hospitals.  They  have 
provided  accomodation  for  every  case  in  the  priority  classes  and,  so.  far  as 
it  is  known,  every  other  applicant. 

The  St.  John’s  (Keighley)  and  Rallies  wood  Hospitals  provide  sufficient 
accomodation  for  the  long  tern  sick  in  the  area,  but  as  the  turnover  of  beds 
is  necessarily  slow,  difficulties  arise  fron  tine  to  tine  when  accomodation  is 
required  for  an  urgent  case  of  this  type.  It  is  hoped  that  these  difficulties 
will  -eventually  be  overcone  by  the  establishment  of  a  geriatric  service,  and  a 
bed  bureau,  along  with  an  improved  integration  of  the  hospital  services. 


Occasionally,  the  local  health  authority’s  services  are  used  in 
facilitating  the  admission  and  discharge  of  patients,  but  not  to  anything  like 
the  extent  to  which  they  are  used  so  successfully  in  nany  other  places. 


Of  the  general  hospitals,  Skipton  provides  64  beds  and  the  Keighley 
Victoria  144*  The  former  has  had  no  resident  doctor  during  the  year,  and  the 
staffing  arrangements  are  such  as  to  militate  against  its  development  as  the 
hospital  centre  for  the  Craven  District. 


There  has  been  no  difficulty  in  securing  beds  for  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  at  the  Morton  Panics  (Keighley),  Seacroft  (Leeds)  and  Leeds  Road, 
Bradford  hospitals. 


BLIND  PERSONS. 


There  are  6  blind  persons  registered  in  the  district.  Supervision  is 
given  by  the  Blind  Persons  Teacher  employed  by  the  County  Council,  and 
specialist  examinations  are  carried  out  periodically  by  an  Ophthalmologist. 


It  should  be  appreciated  that  the  steady  increase  in  the  proportion  of 
old  people  in  the  population  is  naturally  ..increasing  the  incidence  of  blindness 
which  is  so  largely  an  affliction  of  the  elderly.  Much  of  this  blindness  is 
due  to  cataract  and  glaucoma,  and  could  be  prevented  in  a  considerable  proport¬ 
ion  of  cases  by  earlier  diagnosis  and  treatment. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  following  information  has  kindly  been  supplied  by  Mr.  Wade,  the 
Surveyor  and  Water  Engineers- 

In  consequence  of  the  inclement  weather  no 
shortage  of  water  was  experienced  during  the  summer,  although  the  outflow  from 
the  Silsden  Reservoir  was  curtailed  to  conserve  the  supply  during  the  summer 
period. 

During  the  year  samples  of  the  raw  and  treated 
water  have  been  submitted  periodically  for  bacteriological  examination  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratories  in  Bradford. 

Sample s  Submitt ed ■  Results. 

4  -  satisfactory 
3  ~  unsatisfactory 


7  -  raw  water  before  treatment 


Sample  s  Subm itt ed 

Results. 

continued  - 

28  -  after  treatment  and 

23  -  satisfactory 

chlorination 

5  -  unsatisfactory 

4  ■ 

One  sample  was  submitted  for 

chemical  analysis  during  the 

year,  which  was 

satisfactory. 

% 

Plumbo-Solvency . 


Four  samples  of  water  were  submitted  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  for  examination  for  pluribo-  solvent  action,  the  reports  on  which  showed 
the  lead  content  as  follows;-” 


1. 


1  ~  Nil 

1  ~  l/50th  grains  per  gallon 

2  ~  l/lOOth  grains  per  gallon 


The  number  of  dwelling  houses  now  being  supplied  from  the  tom1] 
water  mains  are;-  - • 

(a)  direct  to  the  houses  . ...  «  1,781 

(b)  by  means  of  standpipes  ...  * •  *  •  •<,  None. 

The  population  being  supplied  is  approximately  5? 600. 


The  outlying  parts  of  the  district  consisting  chiefly  of  farm 
properties  and  including  the  hamlets  of  Brunt  hwaite  and  Swart  ha  are  not  supplied 
from  the  town1 s  mains,  but  have  their  own  piped  supplm 


1  vO  c 


Extension  of  Mains. 


as .follows 


Extensions  of  water  mains  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year, 


258  yards  4?i  dia®  mains  along  Cornwall  Avenue  on  the  Council *s 
Dradishaw  Road  Housing  Estate. 

.  1  .  *  *  *. 

Renewal  of  Water  Mains. 


year. 


No  renewals ' of 


existing  mains  have 


been  carried  out  during  the 

eo  r 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS ,  1948  and  1951 


These  Acts  provide  for  the  removal  to  hospital  or  other  suitable 
place  of  persons  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease,  or  being  aged,  infirm  or 
physically  handicapped  are  living  in  insanitary  conditions,  being  unable  to  devot 


to  themselves  and  not  receiving  from  other  persons  proper  care 


and 


attention* 


Prior  to  1948  the  Relieving  Officer  supervised, 
removed  such  persons.  This  Officer  has  now  been  abolished, 
wisdom  in  an  ageing  population  where  the  younger  members  are 
anxious  to  transfer  their  responsibilities  to  the  State. 


and  when  necessary 
a  step  of  doubtful 
sometimes  only  too 


It  was  not  necessary  to  take  action  under  these 
it  being  possible  to  deal  with  such  cases  as  came  to  notice 


Acts  during  the  year, 
by  other  methods. 


7.  FOOD  HYGIENE. 


Although  only  one  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  was  reported  in  the 
district  during  the  year,,  and  despite  all'  that  has  been  said  and  written 
about  this  subject  and  the  net  hods  of  prevention  in  recent  tines-,  there  is 
no  evidence  that  over  the  whole  country  food  poisoning  is  diminishing*  The 
following  figures  provided  in  response  to  a  P arliam e nt ary  question  give  the 
number  of  outbreaks  in  England  and  Wales  during  the  first  nine  months  of 
1953c- 


Casual  Grnanis; 


Outbreaks*  Persons  affected* 


Salmonella  grouo 
S' t  aphylo  cocci  group 
Cl.  Wei  chi  i 
Miscellaneous ' 
Unknown 


of  Food. 


Meat  and  meat  products 
Fish  and  fish  products 
Duck  eggs 

Milk  and  milk  products 
Mis cellane ous 

Vehicle  of  ini  act  ion  not  established 


109 

2,605 

12 

75 

12 

15 

20 

1,775 

15 

58 

132 

1,43S 

300 

..  5,966 

These  figures  are  notifications  to  medical  officers  of  health  only.,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  many  more  cases  occurred. 


It  is  clear  that  health  authorities*  caterers  and  most  of  all  food 


are 


handlers  must  .increase  their  efforts  to  ensure  that  all  food  stuffs 
handled  hygienically  and  prepared  and  stored  in  such  a  way  that  they  are  fit 
to  eat..  In  the  long  run,,  however,,  the  success  of  plans  to  make  dirty  food 
a  thing  of  the  past  will  depend  on  the  public.  The  education  of  food., 
manufacturers  and  handlers  will  be  slow  so  long  as  the  public  remain  apathetic 
about  the  purity  and  cleanliness  of  the  food  they  buy  in  shops,  canteens , 
cafes  or  restaurants,  and  now  that  food  is  available  in  greater  quantities  and 
varieties,  it  is  most  necessary  for  the  purchaser  to  complain  immediately 
he  detects  the  vendor  indulging  in  ‘any  sort  of  unhygienic  practice. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 


The  measurement  of  at  no  spheric  pollution  is  undent  alien  by  the 
County  Council  in  co-operation  with  the  Department  of  Scientific  and 
Industrial  Research/  and  three  types  of  instrument  are  located  in  Skipton. 
The  deposit  gauge  measures  the  amount  of  deposited  natter  polluting  the 
atmosphere,  the  lead  peroxide  instrument  the  amount  of  sulphur  (SOq)  pollut 
ion,  and  the  smoke  filter  the  amount  of  suspended  impurity. 


a 


The  results  of  analyses  with  these  instruments  are  shown  in 


the  following  tables 


H.iM'-tll. .«t»:  i 


1  ‘ 


Month. 


Ra  inf  all  \  Total  Solids 


m 


1  deposited  in 


tons  oer 


11 


i 

•  «J(t»  I1 fr 


! 

L 


mile . 


Sulphur  in 
nguis.  (SQo 
per  100  sq. 

r>v 


Aver aye  daily 


suspended  impurity 
■per  cubic 


cns.per  day. 


ngms^ 
metre . 


J  anuary 


February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


n  o 

Pj 

/  o 

op 


50 

73 

26 

63 

71 

M4 

102 


95 


79 

52 


15.50 

11.02 

16.51 
16.17 
14.59 
10.07 
22.74 
26.92 
20.69 
14 . 08 
23 . 82 
12.57 


(im  iai!  <V‘t  tint  tun  nix  if 


0.67 

0.93 

1.09 

0.58 

0.30 

0.20 

0.41 

0.46 

0.52 

0.91 

0.72 

1.08 


L-lO 


not  tnn  .<f 1  4:  . 


33.2 

27.5 

39  *4 

26.3 

23.1 
15.7 
21.0 
21,0 
26.3 

1  igur e s  available . 

50.5 

30.1 


r  m/Ttf  1  t(t>  IWHT  <*7* .  .-*« 


should  be 
domestic 
which  the 


When  comparing  these  figures  with  results  from  other  areas  it 
remembered  that  at  present  the  major  pollution  arises  from  the 
chimney,  with  the  traditional  open  fire  and  wasteful  grate  in 
full  thermal  value  of  the  fuel  is  never  obtained. 


Most  people  have  grown  up  with  these  conditions,  and  their 
.ssociated  economic  loss,  and  it  is  only  isolated  incidents,  like  the 


London  smoke  fog  or  "snogw  in  December,  1952  responsible  for  4;000  deaths 

_ 1-  •  1  •  1  f  1  ' 


which  remind  them  of  dangers 


Smoke  associated  with  fog  undoubtedly  has  a  serious  effect  on 
the  elderly  and  chronic  bronchitic,  and  it  has  recently  been  shown  that 
death  rates  from  bronchitis  in  middle  aged  men  one  highest  in  industrial 
areas  where  the  atmosphere  is  heavily  polluted.  This  state  of  affairs 
should  no  longer  be  accepted  when  the  creation  of  smokeless  zones  in 
Mancxieoter ,  Coven ciy  and  elsewhere  have  shown  what  con  be  done  to  improve 

1  +.  .Sr 


9 .  CREMATION. 


The  Skip ton  Urban  District  Council fs  cronatoriun  was  opened  on 
30th  May,  1952* *  and  between  that  date  and  the  end  of  1953. ,  over  eleven 
hundred  cremations  have  taken  place.  The  demand  for  this  simple,  complete, 
hygienic  and  reverent  method  of  disposal  of  the  dead  is  increasing  year 
by  year.  It  is  also  an  economic  method,  for  half  a  million  people  die  in 
Great  Britain  each  year,  and  to  bury  then  requires  on  an  average  500  acres 
of  land. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  medical  referee  to  the 
Crematorium  assisted  by  a  deputy  as'  required. 

SECTION  C. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


1.  DIPHTHERIA. 


Another  year  has  passed  without  a  case  of  diphtheria  in  the 
district.  There  was  a  further  fall  in  diphtheria  cases  notified  in  England 
and  Wales  in  1952.,  but  for  the  first  year  since  the  national  immunisation 
campaign  got  well  under  way  in  1942  there  was  no  appreciable  decline- in  the 
number  of  deaths.  In  fact,  the  case  fatality  rate  was  the  highest  since 

1919. 


The  increasing  rarity  of  this  disease  nay  bo  leading  to  a  dangerous 
delay  in  treatment,  i.e.,  the  administration  of  anti-toxin,  and.  emphasises 
the  prime  importance  of  mitigating  the  often  tragic  effect  of  this  disease 
by  the  proved  means  of  immunisation .  Furthermore,  there  is  a  possibility 
that  the  prevailing  type  of  diphtheria  organism  nay  be  undergoing  some 
change . 

2.  SCARLET  FEVER. 

. 

16  notifications  were  received  compared  with  19  in  1952.  This 
infection  is  a  diminishing  hazard  to  the  child  health  of  the  country,  and 
the  vast  majority  of  cases  are  now  of  a  very  mild  type.  . 

3.  WHOOPING  COUGH. 

. 

3  cases  were  notif  ied  compared  with  102,  33  and.  85  in  the  three 
preceding  years. 


A  vaccine  for  immunizing 
now  available,  to  all  doctors,  and. 
often  a  distressing,  and  always  a. 
permanently  reduced. 


young  children  against  this  disease  is 
It  hoped  that  the  incidence  of  what  is 
serious  disease  in  infancy,  will  be 


4.  MEASLES . 


Notifications  of  this  disease  were  also  much  fewer,  there  being 
14  compared  with  181,  86  and  91  in  the  three  preceding  years.  But  as. the 
disease  has  a.  tendency  to  occur  in  biennial  outbreaks  this  reduced  incidence 
is  unlikely  to  persist. 


5.  PNEUMONIA. 


33  cases  were  not  .if  led  compared  with  55  and  51  in  the 
preceding  years. 

6.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

This  disease  is,  and  will  remain  for  some  tine,  a  serious 
public  health  problem.  Despite  the  measures  which  are  now  available  for 
its  control,  which  include  streptomycin  and  other  new  drugs,  mass  miniature  j 
radiography,  tuberculin  testing,  B.C.G.  vaccination,  the  provision  of 
additional  hospital  beds,  and  the  elimination  of  tuberculosis  gems  from 
milk~the  notification  rate  shows  little  change.  Fewer  people  are  dying 
from  the  disease  each  year,  thanks  to  earlier  diagnosis  and  more  effective 
methods  of  treatment,  but  the  number  of  notifications  is  not  decreasing, 
and  shows  what  a  large  reservoir  of  actual  or  potential  infection  remains 
in  the  community. 

The  routine  methods  of  preventive  medicine  are  those  which  can 
deal  with  it.  The  isolation  of  sputum  positive  cases  j  education  of  the 
patient  how  to  avoid  being  a  danger  to  others  s  tracing,  examination,  and 
supervision  of  contacts?  and  the  encouragement  of  social,  familial  and 
working  conditions  inimicable  to  the  spread  of  infection.  Such  is  the  aim 
in  dealing  with  known  cases,  often  difficult  .in  application,  but  obviously 
impossible  In  cases  which  are  not  notified.  At  present  one  death  from 
tuberculosis  in  every  six  occurs  in  persons  not  notified  before  death. 

Raw,  undesignated  milk  is  still  a  considerable  reservoir  of  infection 
Random  sampling  within  the  Division  during  the  year  revealed  7  samples  of 
milk  containing  tubercle  bacilli,  and  despite  progress  under  the  Tuberculosi: 
(Attested  Herds)  Scheme  less  than  J+0%  of  cattle  in  Great  Britain  belonged 
to  n attested”  herds,  and  were  free  from  tuberculosis  at  the  end  of  1952. 

In  so  far  as  the  Silsden  Urban  District  is  concerned  8  cases  of  1 
tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year,  compared  with  7,  9  and  4  in 
the  three  preceding  years.  4  patients  x^ere  admitted  to  tuberculosis 
hospitals,  and  37  cases  remained  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


B.C.G.  VACCINE. 


This  has  been  offered  by  the  Chest  Physician'  in  all  suitable 
cases.  It  Is  a  form  of  inoculation  similar  .in  principle  to  smallpox 
vaccination,  and  produces  in  the  human  body  an  artificially  acquired 
resistance  to  the  disease.  As  it  has  only  been  in  use  in  this  country  for 
a  comparatively  short  time,  it  is  uncertain  -whether  it  offers  complete 
protection,  but  there  is  little  doubt  that  it  reduces  the  risk  of  contract  ini 
tuberculosis. 


MSS  RADIOGRAPHY. 

Tho  aim  of  the  service  is  the  detection  of  early  and  synptomlessi 
cases  of  tuberculosis,  and  over  50  Units  are  operating  in  England  and.  Wales.  1 
On  an  average  about  3^5  cases  per  thousand  examined  are  found  to  have 
active  tuberculosis. 


continued 


A  Unit  of  the  Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board  visited  the 
Division  during  the  year,  but  did  not  .operate  in  Silsden.  The  findings 
are  given  as  received?  apply  to  persons  attending  of  their  own  volition, 
and  although  there  is  hesitancy  in  drawing  conclusions  frora  such  a  snail 
survey  the  findings  .in  respect  of  active  cases  again  compare  very  favourably 
with  both  regional  and  national  figures. 


Examinations  carried  out. 


Males.  Females. 


(a)  Miniature  X-rays  taken 

(b)  Large  X-rays  taken 


Analysis  of  Provisional 


(a)  Gases  of  probable  active 

tuberculosis 

(b)  Cases  of  probable  inactive 

tuberculosis 

(c)  Other  abnormalities  /' 

(d)  Failed  to  re-att end  for  large 
*=  .  f  ilms 


A1A 

22 


11 

12 

2 


436 

13 


7 

7 


7.  SMALLPOX* 


Although  there  were  no  -cases  in  the  district  the  outbreak  on 
the  Lancashire- York shire  border  centred  on  Todnorden  and  spreading  eastward 
to  Leeds,  caused  considerable  alarm.  39  cases  were  recognised  there? 
seven  died,  and  as  at -least -two  of  these  were  not  diagnosed  before  death 
others  may  have  occurred.  It  is  certain  that  modified  unrecognised  cases 
were  responsible  for  spreading  the  infection  in  some  instances. 


q 


Little  more  than  two  years  ago  29  cases  of  virulent  smallpox 
occurred  in  Brighton  with  10  deaths,  and  135  cases  of  variola  minor  were 
reported  in  East  Lancashire  in  1952.  With  increased  facilities  for  airborne 
travel.  Oriental  smallpox  is  an  ever  present  menace,  but  it  would  cease  to 
be  if  all  children  were  vaccinated  in  infancy,  and  again  during  school  life. 
These  procedures  are  practically  trouble  free,  but  the  public  remains 
apathetic  until  smallpox  appears  and  causes  panic. 


8.  VENEREAL  DISEASES . 


Notification  of  these  diseases  is  not  made  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  but  the  County  Venereologist  has  been  able  to  provide 
certain  figures#  During  the  year  there  were  10  cases  attending  special 
treatment  centres,  but  only  in  3  was  the  diagnosis  confirmed.  Other  cases 
nay  have  been  treated  by  general  practitioners  without  reference  to  the 
special  centres. 


Venereal  Diseases 


continued 


and 


Facilities  for  diagnosis  are  available  at  the  Keighley,  Leeds 
Bradford  hospitals,  and  certain  nedical  practitioners  in  the  district  provide 
a  modified  service.  The  County  Council  employ  a  social  worker  to  follow  up 
cases  and  contacts  when  required. 


In  the  n Report  of  the  Ministry  of  Health”  for  1952.,  it  is  stated  . 
that  although  there  was  a  substantial  fall  in  the  number  of  new  cases  of  syphilj 
and  of  congenital  syphilis  during  that  year,  the  post-Mar'  fall  in  the  incidence 
of  gonorrhoea,  has  stopped,  and  that  of  non-gonococcal  urethritis  has  increased, 
It  is  a  position  which,  despite  advances  in  treatment,  gives  rise  to  concern  f] 
both  nedical  and  social  points  of  view.  -  —  -  ~ 


9. 


OTHER  DISEASES. 


Notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  erysipelas  (6) ,  Puerperal. 
Pyrexia  (1)  and  Food  Poisoning  (1) .  In  the  last  case  the  infection  was  due  to 
food  consumed  outside  the  County  boundary. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF,  AND  DEATHS  FROM  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia; 
Pneumonia  ! 

Erysipelas 
Meningococcal  ; 

infection  | 

Opthalmia  j 

Neonatorum 

I 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA . 


RIVERS  AND 


ST  RED 


o 


A  few  cases  of  pollution  of  streams  were  dealt  with  during  the 
year.,  and  in  most  cases  the  cause  wa.s  found  to  bo  defective  farm  drainage. 

On  one  occasion  the  department  was  called  to  take  precautionary  measures  when 
a  carcase  of  a  cow  suspected  to  have  died  from  anthrax  was  found  in  one  of  the 
main  streams  feeding  the  reservoir*  Sodium  hypochlorite  was  used  on  an  extensive 
scale  whilst  the  bodv  was  being  removed  from  the  water  in  an  effort  to  minimise 
the  risk  of  contamination. 


SWMvIING  BATHS. 

There  are  no  public  or  private  swimming  baths  in  the  area,  although 
modern  indoor  swimming  baths  are  maintained  by  the  Keighley  Municipal  Borough 
within  easy  reach  of  the  district  and  a  large  outdoor  swimming  pool  is  situated 
at  Ilkley. 


DRAINAGE ,  SEVJERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


During  the  year  new  sewerage  was  provided  for  the  Council Ts  housing 
development  on  the  Dradishaw  Road  housing  scheme ,  and  a  scheme  for  the  sewerage 
of  the  new  site  at  Sackville  Road  was  prepared  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

New  housing  development  by  private  enterprise  in  the  Skipton  Road  area 
necessitated  the  extension  of  the  existing  sei^rerage  system.  A  scheme  for  the 
extension  was  prepared  by  this  Department  in  such  a  way  as  to  provide  both  surface 
and  foul  water  sewer  for  this  and  future  development  in  the  area. 


The  scheme  envisaged  the  continuation  of  a  9Si  sewer  serving  properties 
in  Skipton  Road  erected  shortly  before  the  second  world  War,  but  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  it  seemed  doubtful  whether  the  existing 
sewer  was  a  public  sewer  into  which  the  Council  had.  a  right  to  connect.  Legal 
advice  taken  on  the  matter  supported  this  view  and.  negotiations  were  commenced 
with  the  presumed  owners  for  a  right  to  connect.  The  subsequent  investigation 
revealed  a  complicated  situation  as  some  of  the  land  through  which  the  sewer  passed 
had  changed  ownership  since  the  houses  were  erected.  In  view  of  these  complicat¬ 
ions  the  first  scheme  was  modified  to  a.  large  extent,  and  an  alter 'native  method 
of  sewerage  was  prepared.  The  latter  scheme  was  adopted  by  the  Council, and  by  the 
end  of  the  period  the  work  was  commenced . 


Numerous 

mainly  by  the  Council 
routine . 


minor  improvements  to  the  sewerage  system  were  carried  out 
1 s  staff,  and  normal  maintenance  continued  as  a  matter  of 


The  sewage  disposal  plant  is  situated  at  Keighley  Road,  the  effluent 
being  discharged  into  the  River  Aire  where  considerable  dilution  takes-place. 

The  plant  has  been  fully  described  in  previous  reports,  and  no  major  alteration 
was  carried  out  during  the  year. 


Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  -  continued. 


The  Council 1 s  consult  ants 


Mes 


srs .  J.H.  Haiste  &  Partners  of 


Leeds.,  have  continued  to  act  on  behalf  of  this  Authority  in  connection  vitn 


improvement  schemes  now  envisaged.  Four  schenes 
in  broad  outline,  and  these  axe  listed  as  follows s- 


are  under 


c  ons id  erat ion 


Scheme  !♦ 


5  cheoe 


o 

r-C  o 


Scheme  3. 


Scheme  4 


The  construction  of  a.  t runic  sewer  down  the  Aire 
Valley  to  provide  facilities  for  drainage  for  this 
district  and  numerous  parishes  in  the  Skipton  Rural 
District  to  be  treated  at  the  works  of  the  Keighley  : 
Munic ipal  Borough . 

The  enlargement  of  a  projected  new  works  within  the 
area  of  the  Skipton  Rural  District  to  receive  sewage 
from  this  area. 

The  modernisation  and  enlargement  of  the  Council Ts 
existing  sewage  disposal  works  to  provide  adequate 
facilities  for  this  district,  and  for  certain  parish© 
in  the  Skipton  Rural  District, 

The  enlargement  of  the  Council ?  s  existing  works  to 
provide  adequate  facilities  for  present  and  future 
reauirements  of  this  district. 


At  present  there  is  no  indication  as  to  which  of  the  schenes 


will  be  adopted ?  but  negotiations  with  the  authorities  concerned 


o 


are 


proceeding 


Numerous  experiments  were  carried  out  during  the  year  to 
ascertain  the  source  of  water  infiltration  into  the  plant  during  times  of 
flood,  as  this  information  will  bo  required,  whenever  the  future  of  the  plant 
is  to  be  considered.  Trial  holes  were  excavated  at  various  points  within  the 
works.,  and  level  posts  fixed.  Daily  readings  of  the  level  of  subsoil  water 
were  kept  throughout  the  year,  and  this  information  will  prove  valuable  should 
the  extension  of  the  plant  be  decided  upon. 


'Very 


effort  was  made  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  existing 
plant  in  an  effort  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  effluent  and  extensive  use 
was  made  of  the  ashes  tip  filters.  Unfortunately,  the  usefulness  of  these  beds 
is  limited,  by  existing  pumping  capacity ;  and  it  is  not  proposed  to  purchase 
additional  expensive  machinery  if  the  plant  is  to  be  abandoned  in  the  near 
future.  Some  progress  has,  however,  boon  made  towards  improved  filter 
operations,  and  some  analysis  of  effluents  have  shown  a  high  degree  of 
nitrification. 

Sludge  disposal  from  the  works  sometimes  causes  difficulties 
as  this  material  is  often  sought  after  by  local  farmers  who  have  found  it  to 
be  valuable  for  improving  the  quality  of  low  grade  lend.  Unfortunately,  much 
of  the  agricultural  land  within  this  district  is  on  tho  Pennine  slopes,  and 
often  falls  towards  streams  used  as  a  water  supply  for  agricultural  end  some¬ 
times  human  consumption.  This  fact  makes  it  necessary  to  ensure  that  all 
sludge  removed  from  the  works  is  not  used  to  manure  land  likely  to  pollute 
water  supplies  with  the  unfortunate  result  that  many  local  farmers  are  deprived 
of  this  cheap  source  of  manure. 


SANITARY  CQIWENIENCES  AND  REFUSE  ACCOMODATION. 


Number  of  water  closets  in  premises  including 


houses . . .  ...  ...  1?705 

Number  of  waste  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  364 

Number  of  pail  or  tub  closets  ............  11 

Number  of  privies  at  farms  where  no  sewer 

and/or  water  supply  is  available  ......  64 


The  following  improvements  were  carried  out  during  the  year 
under  the  supervision  of  this  Departments- 

17  W . C 1 s  were  provided  in  new  houses. 

20  W«Cfs  were,  provided  in  existing  houses. 

22  premises  were  provided  with  a  regulation  dustbin 
in  lieu  of  an  insanitary  ash  pit. 

The  conversion  rate  of  waste  water  closets  is  still  low,  and 
those  which  were  carried  out  were  mainly  at  the  property  of  owner  occupiers. 
In  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases  the  work  was  carried  out  in  order  to 
provide  a  suitable  outlet  for  drainage  from  new  bathrooms  or  indoor  W.C*s. 

The  Council  does  not  provide  8.  grant  towards  the  cost  of  the 
work  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health 
Act 1936. ,  consequently  there  is  little  incentive  for  owners  to  carry  out 
this  improvement  in  tenanted  property. 

Some  progress  has  been  made  with  the  provision  of  bins  in  place 
of  ash  pits,  and  several  communal  type  ash  pits  have  been  taken  out  of  use. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


year 


Totals 


Water  Supply  14 
Drainage  and  Drain  testing  152 
Stables  and  Piggeries  8 
Offensive  trades  (1  only  -  Fellnonger)  6 
Hostel  (Howden  Hall)  6 
Tents Vans,  Sheds  28 
Factories  with  power  36 

Factories  without  power  .  .  4  40 
Outworkers’  premises  12 
Bakehouses  .  r  4  . .  46 
Public  "Conveniences  ,  88 
Cinemas  4 
Refuse  Collection  74 
Refuse  Disposal  32 
Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  66 
Smok e  ob s e r vat ions  4 
Schools  16 
Shops  28 
Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  18 


Summary  of  visits 


continued 


Totals 

Sewage  Works  96 
Building  Licensing  '  12 
Visits  to  new  buildings  under  erection  -  340 
Council  and  Committee  and  Sub-corn ittee  nestings  59 


HOUSING  INSPECTION 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT. 


No.  of  houses  .inspected  .  56 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  64 

HOUSING  ACT. 

No.  of  houses  inspected  I64 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  172 

Overcrowding  •  -  ""  32 

Veminous  prenises  •  *  . 

No.  of  houses  inspected  7 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  29 

Infectious  Disease  enquiries  ancl  disinfection 
Miscellaneous  housing  visits  including  Council  house 

repairs  "  168 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Visits  to  shops  and  stall  (unsound  food)  20 

Visits  to  Butchers  shops  16 

Fishmongers  and  Greengrocers  20 

;  Dairies  and  Milk shop 3  8 

■  Ice-Cream  prenises  28 

Restaurant  kitchens  13 

Street  hawkers  and  Vendors  Carts  6 

Samples 

Ice-Cream  6 

Iced  Lollies  4 

Milk  39 

Water  o 


Notices  served  and  complied  witho 


Notices  Served. 

Notices  Complied  with 

Inf  ornal .  F oroal . 

Informal. 

Formal. 

Public  Health  Acts 

49  a 

36 

8 

Housing  Acts 

43 

38 

Factory  Acts 

9 

0 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

6  - 

/ 

Shops  Act 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 
and  Prevention  of  Daiage 

'ey 

- 

— 

Pests  Act 

6  - 

6 
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1.  GENERAL  CONDITIONS 


There  are  1,856  inhabited.  houses  in  the  district ,  including 
15  new  council  houses ,  said  one  private  enterprise  house  first  occupied 
during  the  year* 

A  fifth  programme  of  20  houses  was  first  commenced  during  the 
period ,  and  many  of  the  houses  in  the  fourth  section  became  available 
for  letting.  Some  two  hedroomed  houses  were  included  in  the  scheme  of 
20  comprising  the  fourth  programme,  but  because  it  was  found  that  the 
saving;  in  the  cost  as  compared  with  three  bedrooned  types  was  very  small , 
it  was  decided  to  include  only  three  bedrooned.  types  in  the  fifth  section. 


A  new  site  was  acquired  at  Sackville  Road  with  sufficient  land  for 
the  erection  of  120  houses*  The  first  programme  is  under  .reparation,  and 
this  will  comprise  28  two  bedrooned  flats  and  26  three  bedrooned  houses* 
Contracts  for  the  road  works  and  sewerage  of  the  site  were  prepared  by  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  and  the  work  was  commenced  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  spite  of  the  relaxations  of  the  regulations  relating  to  Building 
Licensing  only  three  licences  were  issued  for  private  enterprise,  houses^ 
one  of  which  was  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year.  The  demand  for 
licences  has  so  far  been  restricted  to  detached  houses  with  the  maximum  area 
of  1*500  superficial  feet.  There  is  as  yet  no  demand  for  licences  for 
the  smaller  house  of  the  type  erected  so  extensively  by  the  speculative 
builder  prior  to  the  War. 

Before  considering  the  question  of  the  sale  of  council  houses  a 
letter  was  addressed  to  all  council  tenants  in  an  effort  to-  ascertain 
whether  there  was  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the  tenants  to  purchase  their 
houses.  There  was  a  moderate  response  to  this  letter ,  and  as  a  result  the 
Council  agreed  to  the  principle .  of  the  sale  of  houses*  A  sub- Comitt ee 
was  appointed  to  consider  the  means  by  which'  the  transfer  could  be  effected, 
and  a  recommendation  was  adopted  that  because  of  the  unusually  low  rentals 
of  the  pre-War  houses  ,  the  cost  be  based  on  thirty  tines ‘the  net  annual 
rental. 

This  information  was  communicated  to  the  interested  tenants,  but 
only  four  came  forward  and  completed  the  purchase.  All  the  four  houses 
were  classed  as  pre-War  houses,  and  there  seems  to  bo  no  demand  for  the 


purchase  of  post* 


•War 


nouses. 


>everal  improvements  were  carried  out  to  the  older  houses  owned 
by  the  Council  including  the  installation  of  electricity  in  thirty  houses 
on  the  Elliott  Street  site.  An  extensive  programme  of  maintenance  painting 
was  completed  during  the  ycs.r  including  twenty  three  houses  on  the  Skipton 
Road  site,  thirty  four  houses  comprising  the  first  section  of  -post-War 
houses,  and  seventy  two  houses  and  flats  on  the  former  Ministry  of  Supply 
estate. 


Housing 


continued 


m 


In  response  to  a  growing  demand  for  garages  on  housing  estates 
the  Council  decided  go  erect  a  block  of  eight  permanent  garages  on  the 


Dr ad is haw  Road  estate  and  the  worl 


was 


completed  during  nhe  year 


There  are  some  113  back  to  back  houses  in  the  district  ?  but  many 


ox  these  are  in  the  hands  of  owner  occupiers  and  are  excellently  maintained. 
Each  year  the  number  of  owner  occupiers  in  the  district  increases  as  a  large 
proportion  of  the  houses  becoming  vacant  are  offered  for  sale.  In  this  way  a 
continuous  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  houses  within  the  district  is 
effected. 


II 


13 


loti 


There  a re?  however?  several  small  groups  of  sub-standard  houses 
which  have  let  at  low  rentals  and  no  doubt  these  will  receive  attention  when  the 
question  of  unfit  houses  is  being  considered.  The  precise  number  of  such  housed^ 
is  not  yet  known,,  but  towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  preparation  of  a' detailed  j 
list  was  commenced. 


OVERCROWDING. 

V 

15  new  council  houses  were  erected  and  first  occupied  during  the  yes; 
and  one  private  enterprise  house  was  completed  during  the  same  period.  These ? 
together  with  casual  vacancies  enabled  the  Council  to  re-house  27  families. 

.  If 

As  reported  last  year?  towards  the  end  of  1952  the  Council  fs  housing 
points  scheme  was  reorganised ?  and  as  a  result  15  cases  of  statutory  overcrowd  in 
were  reported.  In  most  cases  the  overcrowding  was  due  to  non- separation  of  the 
sexes  where  grown-up  children  were  occupying  the  sane  sleeping  room  as  the  paren 
9  cases  were  re-housed  by  the  Council?  and  a  further  2  obtained  private  tenancie 


In  November?  1953  the  first  renewal  of  housing  applications  became 
due?  and  as  a  result  of  this  renewal  the  total  number  of  applicants  was  reduced 
from  155  to  123.  A  closer  examination  of  the  results  of  the  renewal  revealed 
that  of  the  123  applicants  on  the  Council !s  list?  only  60  were  in  need  of  a  hous 
the  remainder  being  adequately  housed. 

Some  progress  was  made  towards  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  by  the 
re-arrangement  of  existing  accommodation?  the  Council^  one  and  two  bedroomed 
flats  being  particularly  useful  in  this  direction.  The  erection  of  further  two 
bedroomed  flats  is  now  under  consideration?  and  no  doubt  these?  when  completed? 
will  enable  similar  transfers  to  be  made  in  the  future. 


.  There  have  been  a  few  .similar  exchanges  between  tenants  of  houses 
owned  by  private  landlords?  but  property  owners  generally  are  mainly  int crested 
in  the  securing  of  vacant  possession?  and  the  sale  of  their  property.  One 
instance  was  recorded  where  the  Council  and  a  private  owner  co-operated  in 
effecting  a  three— way  exchange. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


None  in ■ district 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES. 


,i. .  V  ■ 


Fant cries  with  mechanical  power 
Factories  without  mechanical  power 
Other  premises  under  the  Act 


DEFECTS  FOUND  III  FACTORIES 


Particulars* 


Found 


W ant  of  cl e  online  s  s 

Sanitary  Conveniences : 

(a)  Insufficient 
■-(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  against  Act 

TOTAL? 


1 


1 

3 

1 


Inspections* 


3 

36 

S 


Notices 

Served. 

Nil 
8 
1 


Honed led .  Ho,  of  defects 

referred  to 
II.  II.  Inspector 


1 


1 


o 

1 


Occu] 
Prosecuted, 

Nil 
Nil 
Nil 


No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted, 


•  ■  ?  ;  .  j.. 


1 

3, 


Improvements  were  carried  out  to  some  of  the  factories  during  the  year  5 
and  additional  sanitary  conveniences  were  provided*  Preparation  of  layout  plans 
in  connection  with  factories  where  revised  certificates  of  means  of  escape  are 
required  has  continued  9  and  the  County  Fire  Service  has  undent  alien  to  advise  the 
Council  on  these  natters. 


OUTWORKERS . 


Two  persons  were  notified  as  outworkers  in  the 
and  in  both  cases  the  premises  were  inspected  and  found 


textile  weaving  trade  5 
to  be  satisfactory. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS . 


One  licensed  caravan  site  is  established  within  the  district  with 
accommodation  for  50  vans  or  chalets.  The  site  was  extended  during  the  year , 
the  licensed  number  of  dwellings  being  increased  to  this  figure  from-  30* -  --  1 

Certain  improvements  to  the  facilities  of  the  site  including  the 
installation  of  a  drainage  system  with  a  cesspool.  Further  improvement  to  the  >. 
site  is  planned  including  the  extension  of  the  water  supply  to  convenient  point 
within  the  site.  At  present  the  supply  is  at  least  300  yards  from  some  of  the  j 
dwellings  thus  causing  the  campers  some  inconvenience. 

In  spite  of  improvements  the  site  seems  to  have  lost  some  of  the 
popularity  evident  in  previous  years,  and  many  plots  remained -vacant  throughout' 
the  period.  There  is  a  tendency  for  mobile  caravans  to  be  replaced  by  more 
permanent  chalets  alt  hough-- these  are  controlled  by  the  Council’s  Byelaws,  and  i: 
provision,. of  the  Town  and  ..Country  Planning  Act,  1947. 

One  further  site  was  brought  into  use  within  the  district  where  the 
owner  of  a  poultry  farm  desired  to  take  up  permanent  residence  on  his  premises. 
In  this  case  the  licence  was  restricted  to  one  caravan  and  the  site  was  provide 
with  town’s  water  and  drainage,  and  an  electrical  service  was  installed. 

The  number  of  occupied  vans  “  and  sheds  on  other  unlicensed'  sites  was 
reduced  during  the  year,  but  one  new  case  was  noted  and  appropriate  ’action' take) 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

. . .  No  cases  .of  atmospheric  pollut  ion  were -noted  as  a  result  of  smoke 

observations  carried  out. 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES.  ~ 


Regular  visits  to  food  preparing  premises  were  maintained  throughout 
the  year,  and  a  reasonably  satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  was  maintained* 
Numerous  improvements  to  premises  were  carried  out  including  the  provision  of 
improved  hand  washing  facilities  and  additional  W.C.  accommodation. 


: 


Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  greengrocer’s  shops  within  the  distr 
and  warnings  were  issued  to  certain  shops  where  the  traders  were  becoming  careL 
in  the  protection  of  greengroceries  from  fouling  by  animals.  In  one  case- it -wa. 
noted  that  vegetables  after  delivery  from  the  wholesale  distribution  lorry  were 
left  for  considerable  periods  outside  the  shop  where  they  were  subjected  to 
attentions  of  the  dogs  of  the  district.  Greengrocers  have  been  encouraged  to 
provide  suitable  storage  accomodation  for  vegetables  in  course  of  delivery 
rather  than  to  rely  on  providing  space  within  the  shop, and  some  progress  was 
made  in  this  direction. 


Supervision  of  food  -  continued 


Little  improvement  was  noted  in  connection  with  the  matter 
mentioned  in  the  .last  report  relating  to  the  wide  range  of  commodities  now 
•offered  for  sale  by  many  of  the  shops  within  the  district*  Probably  the  worst 
offenders,  are  members  of  grocery  and  dry  goods  trade  who ,  in  addition  to 
commodities  usually  associated  with  the  trade,,  retail  unwashed  vegetables, 
particularly  potatoes .  In  some  cases  the  traders  take  the  trouble  to  prepare 
the  vegetables  in  weighed  amounts,  and  thereby  avoid  undue  soiling  of  the 
hands  during  the  course,  of  the  day!s  trade,  but  this  action  is  an  admission  of 
the  unsuitability  of  the  goods  in  relation  to  the  normal  business  of  the  shop. 

A  new  factory  came  into  operation  for  the  production  of  iced 
lollies  and  lolly  creams,  the  latter  being  a  preparation  similar  to  that  known 
as  ice  cream  which  is  provided  with  a  stick  handle  and  frozen  in  the  same  way 
as  an  iced  lolly.  The  factory. is  well  equipped  with  continuous  line  freezing 
tanks  and  the  lolly  cream  mixture  is  pasteurised  and  homogenised  in  the  same 
way  as  the  normal  ice  cream  mix.  All  the  products  are  wrapped,  some. by 
machinery  and  the  remainder  by  hand* 


Samples  of  the  finished  product  were  taken  from  time  to  time  with 
satisfactory  results* 


Routine  supervision  of  ice  cream  productions  at  one  factory  in  the 
district  was  maintained,  and  satisfactory  results  were  obta need  from  samples 
taken  for  examination  at  regular  intervals. 

Two  small  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  occurred  within  the  district, 
and  the  necessary  investigations  were  carried  out.  In  the  first  case  it  was 
found  that  from  the  21  guests  who  attended  a  birthday  party,  six  suffered  from 
a  slight  attack  of  the  symptoms ,  and  one  was  rather  more  seriously  affected. 

A  considerable  number  of  specimens  were  submitted  for  laboratory  examination, 
but  the  causative  organism  was  not  identified*  A  mass  of  evidence  was  compiled 
from  the  guests  regarding  the  food  eaten?  but  no  positive  conclusions  were 
reached.  .There  was  reason  to  suspect  that  a  meat  pie  which  was  prepared  on  the 
previous  day  and  re- heated  for  the  party  was  the  cause  of  the  .infection,  but 
the  evidence  was  inconclusive  as  many  of  the  guests  had  eaten  all  the  dishes 
provided  without  having  suffered  ill  effects* 

The  second  ca.se  was  more  conclusive  and  although  only  one  person 
in  this  district  was  affected  subsequent  enquiry  revealed  that  several  passenge 
in  a  coach  which  called  at  a  cake  on  the  road  to  a  holiday  resort  wore.. affected 
The-  information  was  forwarded  to  the  authority  in  which  ...the  cafe  was  situated 
and  appropriate  amt ion  was  taken. 


MEAT  SUPPLY 


The  supply  of  moat  in  the  district  was  maintained  in  a  satisfactory 
manner,  and  no  cases  of  unsound  meat  were  reported.  It  was  necessary  in  some 
cases  to  issue  condemnation  certificates  for  unsound  cammed  meats,  particularly 
hams  and  tongues. 


Meat  Supply  -  continued 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Govcrnnent J  s  proposals  regarding 
the  marketing  of  fat  stock  became  known ,  and  the  question  of  slaughterhouses 
was  raised*  In  1939  the  needs  of  this  district  were  fulfilled  by  5  slaughter¬ 
houses^  2  of  which  were  registered,  and  3  licensed*  Of  those  only  2  remained 
in  use  or  available  for  use*  the  remainder  having  been  converted  for  other  purpc 
No  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  existing  slaughterhouses  pending  receipt  of 
instructions  from  the  Minister  of  Food,,  but  it  was  generally  believed  at  that 
tine  that  there  would  not  be  a  return  to  private  slaughtering  as  existed'  in 
the  pre-War  days*  Enquiries  revealed  that  slaughtering  facilities  were  availabl 
for  this  district  in  the  public  abattoirs  at  Skipton  and  Keighley,  but  in  spite  | 
of  this  there  ;was  a  def  inite  demand  from  the  meal  traders  within  this  district 
for  the  re-opening  of  private  slaughterhouses.  No  decision  was  taken  on  the 
matter  by  the  end  of  the  year  as  the  Interin  Report  of  the  Interdepartmental 
Committee  on  Slaughterhouses  was  not  then  available. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 


There  were  5  producer-retailers  and  2  retailers  registered  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year,  and  the  type  of  milk  distributed  was  as  follows 


T.T.  Bottled.  T*T*  Carton.  T  *  T  *  Past  *  Bottled .  Past .  Bottled „  Ungraded 


4 


1 


■  2 


3 


The  situation  changed  somewhat  during  the  year  as  the  2  ungraded 
producer-retailers  gave  up  their  retail  business  and  the  rounds  were  t alien  over 
by  a  T.T.  producer-retailer.  These  transfers  resulted  in  an  increase  in  the 
quality  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  distributed  throughout  the  district,  the  only 
exception  being  the  pasteurised  bottled  milk  retailed  by  the  local  Co-operative 
Society. 


The  bulk  of  the  milk  produced  on  the  numerous  dairy  farms  is 
transported  daily  to  Leeds  where  it  is  subjected  to  pasteurisation.  Samples  of 
this  milk  taken  in  Leeds  showed  the  presence  of  the  tubercle  bacillus  on  one 
occasion,,  and  appropriate  action  was  t alien  under  the  Food  and  Dings  Act,,  1938. 
Similar  action  was  t alien  in  respect  of  infected  milk  found  by  sampling  within  tl 
district  on  two  further  occasions,  and  the  subsequent  inconvenience  to  the  fame 
concerned  resulted  in  the  transfers  of  the  businesses  referred  to  previously. 

MILK  SAMPLING . 

Grade . 

T.  —  mm 

Tuberculin  Tested 
T.T.  Past  eur is  ed 
Pasteurised 
Ungraded 
Biological  Test 


Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 


24 

2 

2 

4 

12 


1 

4 


mV E  TRADES. 


Only  one  offensive  trade  is  carried  on  in  the  district ,  that 
of  a  fellmonger.  The  alterations  and  inprovenents  to  the  premises  and  plant, 
previously  reported,  are  now  completed,  and  the  business  is  carried  on  in  a 
satisfactory  manner* 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

1—  tt  i tr-r-w  ■■  mu  *mu  ii««  ti  i  m-tm m— 

This  work  continues  to  be  an  important  feature  of  the  responsibilit¬ 
ies  of  the  department,  and  every  effort  was  made  to  trace  and  treat  sources  of 
infest at  ion. 


A  part-time  operator  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
service,  and  a  free  service  is  given  to  dwell inghouses  and  other  domestic 
property.  The  service  is  extended  on  a  repayment  basis  to  businesses  and 
industrial  property,  and  it  was  put  to  extensive  use  by  the  manufacturers  and 
traders. 


Modern  methods  as  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  are  employed,  and  the  services  of  the  Ministry  Technical  Officers 
were  employed  to  deal  with  difficult 


cases.  Remarkable  progress  was  made  with 


the  treatment  of  a 
major  infestation  ! 


grain  store,  and  by  the  use  of  Warfarin  this  long  standing 
as  been  reduced  to  a  very  minor  one. 


The  Council !s  sewerage  system,  refuse 
works  received  regular  attention,  and  a  summary  of 
shown  below s- 


tip  and  sewage  disposal 
the  whole  of  the  work  is 


Local 

Dwelling 

Authority. 

Houses. 

Ayr icultural . 

All  Others. 

No.  of  properties 
inspected ; 

13 

119 

51 

.  63 

No.  of  properties 
treated.? 

4 

66 

-  d- 
o 

'  13 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Of  the  public  cleansing  services  this  department  is  responsible 
for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse.  Other  services  including  street 
Cleansing,  snow  clearing  and  street  gritting  are  carried  out  by  the  Highways 
Department . 

The  service  was  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and  the 
interval  between  collections  varied  from  one  week  in  the  central  area  and  12 
days  in  the  remainder  of  the  district.  One  7  cubic  yards  refuse  collector  is 
employed  continuously  with  one  driver  and  3  loaders,  and  the  staff  is  supplemented 
as  necessary  by  additional  loaders  and  hired  transport  if  required. 


Public  Cleansing  ~  continued 


The  salvage  ox  waste  materials  was  maintained  throughout  the  year, 
and  the  total  amount  of  waste  paper  recovered  was  rather  higher  than  the 
previous '  year.  Salvage  of  scrap  metal  and  tins  was  also  continued  at  a 
reduced  scale  although  this  form  of  salvage  is  unremunerative. 


Some  progress  was  made  in  the  replacement  of  ash  pits  by  suitable 
dustbins ,  although  a  few  communal  ash  pits  continue  to  be  a.  source  of 
annoyance*  Elimination  of  such  ash  pits  is  rendered  difficult  because  many 
of  the  houses  served  by  these  insanitary  structures  have  no  suitable  plane 
to  stand  a  refuse  bin* 


Disposal  of  refuse  is  by  means  of  controlled  tipping,  and  the  tip 
is  situated  at  the  Council !s  sewage  disposal  plant  at  Keighley  Road.  Some 
trouble  has  been  experienced  with  refuse  tip  fires,,  and  on  three  occasions 
it  was  necessary  to  call  in  the  County  Fire  Services  to  assist  in  controlling 
the  fire*  The  cause  of  the  fires  is  difficult  to  ascertain,  but  quite 
likely  they  are  due  to  the  increased  use  of  the  continuous  night  burning 
grate  which  increases  the  possibility  of  hot  ash  being  transported  to  the 
refuse  tip. 


During  the  year  it  was  noted  on  numerous  occasions  that  unauthorised 


persons  were  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  refuse  tip  in  order  to  sort  through 
the  tip  face  in  the  hope  of  finding  salvageable  materials.  On  one  occasion 
metal  which  had  been  removed  from  the  tip  by  the  Counc.il1  s  attendant,  and 


was  awaiting  transport  to  the  store,  was  removed  by  some  unauthorised  person. 


The  Council  decided  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to  bring  this  undesirabl 


practice  to  an  end,  and  eve  ritually  a  man  was  apprehended  and  prosecuted,  and 


a  conviction  obtained.  This  action  appeared  to  have  the  desired  effect,  and 


until -the  end  of  the  year  no  further  cases  of  unauthorised  disturbance  of  th 
tip  were  noted. 


o 


In  view  of  the  relaxation  of  the  regulations  governing  the 
collection  of  waste  food  the  decision  was  taken  to  abandon  the  service 
end  of  the  financial  year.  The  waste  food  collection  had  been  operating 


at  the 


at  a  substantial,  loss  for  sorxe  time,  and  continuous  complaints  wore  being 


received  regarding  careless  use  of  the  bins  or  nuisances  caused  by  animals 
upsetting  the  bins.  In  addition,  the  service  was  meeting  strong  competition 
from  private  collectors  in  the  district,  and  the  Council  was  of  the  opinion 
that  these  collectors  could  quite  well  deal  with  the  whole  of  the  waste  food 
available . 


PROBABLE  EXPENDITURE  ON  SCAVENGING  19' 


Expenditure  „ 
Vehicle  Expenses. 


Licences  and  Insurance »  57 
Repa:irs  120 
Petrol  and  Oil  117 
Depot  6 

Other  Expenses, 

Wages  1,623 
Bonus  re  Salvage  32 
Sup  e  r  amiuat  ion  1 24 
National  Insurance  69 
Own  Mechanical  Haulage  16 
Hired  Mechanical  Haulage  20 
Materials*  General  Maintenance  and  repairs  36 
Baling  Wire  16 
Overalls  and  Gloves  5 
Bradley  Road  Tip  *» 
Dustbins  and  Refuse  Baskets  1 


2*242 


Loan  Charges . 


Interest  17 

Loan  Repayment  124 

2,383 


Inc one. 

Tipping,  Rents,  etc*  20 

Sale  of  Salvaged  Materials  363 


Totals  383 


Rale  requirement  % 


o 


WEST  MPEG  COUaTI  COUNCIL. 

********** Ti>r  iim mn m  w  wmn  w ■ 


pro  isms  no.i, 

AhHUAi  KSPQiT  OF  TUB  DKISIQHAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

M  T1.IM  I353» 

CXH^&ITS. 

I.  General  Description* 

3*  Snai  x  • 

3.  Health  Centimes* 

4*  Care  of  blethers  and  Yeung  Children* 

5.  Midwifery  Services. 

6*  Houa  Horsing. 

7*  Health  Visiting. 

Bm  Home  Help  Service. 

9*  Mental  Health  Service. 

10.  Vaccination  and  Invaxnisat ion • 

II.  Prevention  of  Illness*  Caro  and  After  Care 

12.  Problem  Families. 

13*  Mbulance  Service. 

14*  The  School  Health  Service* 

Medical  Examinations. 


15. 


o 


1#  GENERAL  DESCRIPTION. 


The  Division  consists  of  the  following  districts 


Silsden  Urban  District 
Earby  Urban  District 
Barnoldswick  Urban  District 

■ 

Skipton  Urban  District 
Skipton  Rural  District 


0  (Registrar  General* s  Preliminary  Report  on  the 

1951  Census )o 

Social  conditions  in  this  mixed  urban  and  rural  comjmnity 
have  changed  little  during  the  year?  and  the  recession  in  the  textile 
trade  which  took  place  in  1951  has  been  halted*  Farming?  one  of  the 
most  important  occupations,  had  a  fairly  good  year  despite  difficulties 
in  gathering  the  hay  crop  and  the  shortage  of  farm  labour# 

Progress  in  housing  has  been  made  in  all  districts,  but  the 
high  place  of  housing  in  the  priorities  of  hygiene  must  not  be 
forgotten?  and  there  are  still  many  dwellings  in  both  town  and 
country  which  are  no  longer  fit  for  habitation  by  present  day  standards* 

Without  good  housing?  the  health?  happiness  and  integrity  of 
family  life  can  neither  be  achieved  nor  maintained# 

2.  DIVISIONAL  STAFF  -  as  at  31st  December?  1953* 

MoB0Eo?  M*D*,  Dc Pc Ha  Divisional  Medical  Officer* 

M.Be,B.Ch.  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer# 

M®B#?B*Ch*  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer* 

M*R# C#S* ,  LoR« C#P) * 

)  Clinic  doctors 
MoRoCoSo?  L0R*C*P).  working  on 

)  a,  sessional 
M?D*,  D0P.H#  )  basis# 


(a)  M#  Hunter. 

C#  Henris. 

R.R*  St oakley. 
A.B.  Morrison. 
GeD*G.  Cameron# 
P*  Vieyra. 


0  Population 

5,820 
5,348 
10? 282 
13,210 

23,715 


Area  in  Acres# 


7,101 

3,519 

2,764 

4,211 

146,071 


Divisional  Staff  -  continued 


(b)  NURSING o 

Divisional  Superintendent  Health  Visitor 

Health  Visitors/School  Nurses 

Home  Nurses 

Home  Nurse/Mid wives 

Home  Nurse/MIdwif  e/Health  Visitors* 

Midwives 

* "« 

(c)  OTHER. 

0  Mental  Health  Social  Worker 

Home  Teacher  (Under  Mental  Deficiency  Act) 
0  Venereal  Diseases  Social  Worker 
0  Speech  Therapist 

0  (Part  time  in  No.  1.  Division). 

(d)  DAY  NURSERY  STAFF. 

Matron 

Deputy  Matrons 
Nursery  Assistants 
Nursery  Students 
Cooks  and  Domestics 

(e)  ADMINISTRATIVE  AND  CLERICAL. 

Administrative  (Chief  Clerk) 

Clerical 

(f)  HOME  HELPS. 

Full-time 

Part-time 

(g)  OTHER  DOMESTIC  STAFF. 

Part-time 


1 

10 

5 

9 

3 

2 


1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

2 

10 

7 


1 

6 


U 

19 


Total: 


Through  the  spring  and  summer  months  there  was  a  shortage  of  staff 
in  the  Division.,  and  difficulty  was  experienced  in  meeting  all  the  calls  made 
on  the  midwives  and  home  nurses.  Fortunately,  it  occurred  at  that  time  when 
pressure  of  work  is  usually  somewhat  reduced,  and  a  full  staff  was  available 
by  the  autumn. 


HEALTH  CENTRES . 


Very  little  progress  has  been  made  with  the  provision  of  health  centres 
which  were  to  play  such  an  Important  part  in  the  National  Health  Service.  It  is 
a  matter  of  economics ,  although  well  recognised  that  their  provision  would 
greatly  help  the  integration  of  the  three  main  branches  of  the  Health  Service , 
and  improve  the  co-operation  which  is  so  obviously  lacking  at  present,  and  which 
shows  few  signs  of  improving. 

In  this  Division  continued  use  has  had  to  be  made  of  buildings  which 
are  unsuitable  for  clinic  purposes.  Although  much  good  work  has  been  done,  as 
can  be  seen  from  examination  of  the  records  of  attendance,  the  use  of  rented 
premises  makes  for  a  wastage  of  time  and  effort  when  compared  with  the  facilities 
which  are  available  in  a  properly  organised  clinic. 

The  following  figures  show  that  the  Local  Health  Authorities  receive  a 
very  small  proportion  of  the  enormous  sum  of  money  which  is  now  being  spent  on 
the  National  Health  Service,  and  this  handicap  should  be  appreciated. 

Analysis  of  the  Gross  and  Net  Cost  of  the  National  Health  Service 

(England  and  Wales) . 


1951/52 

1952/53 

Branch  of  Service. 

(Actual 

(Estimated 

Expenditure) . 

Expenditure) 

£ 

£ 

1. 

Hospital  Running  Costs 

«  *  • 

O  •  • 

223 j 919 ? 019 

255,983,000 

2. 

Hospital  Capital  Expenditure 

0  G  & 

10,817,750 

9,250,100 

3. 

Other  Hospital  Services 

^  •  <* 

e  »  o 

4*932,127 

5,475,200 

4. 

General  Medical  Services 

o  *  * 

e  *  © 

42,122,554 

77,569,000 

5. 

Pharmaceutical  Services 

0  .  • 

45,329,936 

35,650,000 

6. 

General  Dental  Services 

.  <?  * 

Q  O-  C 

31,434,071 

17,950,000 

7. 

Suppl ement ary  Ophthalmic 

Services.."  «»• 

0  3# 

9  £ 

8,483,145 

5,750,000 

8. 

50  per  cent  Grants  to  Local 

Health  Author  it  i< 

3S 

*  0  f> 

16,386,033 

19,418,000 

9. 

All  other  expenditure  6 

t>  3  © 

cor. 

21,777,797 

31,974,200 

« 

o 

H 

Gross  Totals 

OOft 

*  o  a 

410,702,432 

459,019,500 

11. 

Receipts  applied  towards 

expenditure  + 

o  O  O 

#  o  a 

62 , 244 *  7 00 

69,136,000 

12  o 

Net  Totals 

€r  o  0 

Q  *  • 

348,457,732 

389,883,500 

0 

+ 


Including  Civil  Defence  £930,456  for  1951/52;  £9*041*200  for  1952/53* 
Including  Civil  Defence  £890,000  for  19 5 2/53 . 


It  has  been  suggested,  that  re-organisation  of  local 
government  and  the  transfer  of  the  administration  of  all  local  medical 
services  to  local  authorities  would  provide  an  admirable  and  lasting  solutio; 
of  the  many  difficulties  which  have  arisen  before  and  after  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946*  The  Service  cannot  be  allowed  to  collapse  so  nay 
well  have  to  be  re-organised  before  it  prices  itself  out  of  existence, 

4.  CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

(a)  BIRTHS? 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  -  Section  203* 

Return  of  births  notified  in  the  Divisional  Area  during  the  period 
1st  January  to  31st  December,  1953* 


* 

; 

Domiciliary 

Inst itut ional 

« 

( 

s 

Details . 

Live  • 

Still. 

Live . f 

Still. 

Total. 

\ 

i 

t 

(a) 

Primary  Notifications 

.  i, 

i. 

• 

i 

t 

i 

A 

* 

V 

> 

> 

it 

\ 

\ 

(i)  Urban  Districts 

97 

2 

307  1 

8 

414 

! 

j 

i 

j 

(ii)  Rural  Districts 

52 

1 

254 

1 

1 

308 

* 

(b) 

i 

Add  Inward  Transfers s 

i 

205  ; 

2 

207 

t  ■ 

(c) 

Total  Notifications  | 

; 

received s 

i 

149 

3 

766  j 

11 

929 

? 

(a) 

» 

Deduct  Outward  Transfers  j 

1 

- 

75  1 

f 

— 

76 

! 

t 

f 

1 

c 

(e) 

Total  adjusted  births 

148 

3 

691  | 

l 

1 

11 

853  i 

t 

( 

Analysis  of  Institutional 

Births  c 

1 

1 

Born  in  (a")  Hospitals? 

>  V  u. 

t 

i 

652  ! 

1 

10 

(b)  Maternity  Homes? 

36  : 

i 

. .  . . .  . 

1 

( c )  Nur s ing  Horn e  s s 

i 

* 

9  ! 

J 

- 

Total? 

691  j 

11 
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BIRTHS; 


The  total  nunber  of  doiulciliary  confinements  was  151  compared  with 
702  confinements  in  hospital,,  giving  a  percentage  of  21%  compared  with 
a  national  figure  of  3S%  in  1952  (the  latest  available  figures) . 

There  are  now  so  many  maternity  beds  available  in  the  area  that 
applications  very  rarely  have  to  be  refused:  certainly  none  from  the 
priority  groups# 

MTS-NATAL  CLINICS: 

Attendances  at  the  existing  ante-natal  clinics  continued  at  a 
satisfactory  level.  At  these  clinics  all  patients  have  blood  taken  for 
Rhesus  and  Kahn  testing*  and  haemoglobin  estimation.  Weighing*  urine 
testing  and  blood  pressure  readings  are  carried  out  at  every  visit. 
Furthermore*  patients  are  encouraged  to  discuss  health  matters  and 
preparations  for  the  confinement  with  the  doctor *  health  visitor  and 
midwife*  and  to  attend  the  relaxation  exercise  classes  which  are 
provided  at  two  clinics. 

CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES ; 

Details  of  centres  and  attendances  are  given  in  table  form.  In 
addition*  a  mobile  centre  consisting  of  a  large  and  well  equipped  caravan 
towed  by  a  Land  Rover  has  been  operating  in  the  Division  on  two  days  in 
each  fortnight  since  June.  This  mobile  centre  provides  clinic  facilities 
for  mothers  and  children  living  in  less  accessible  places  who  would  other¬ 
wise  find  it  difficult  or  impossible  to  obtain  them. 

Up  to  the  present  it  has  provided  a  service  in  Lothersdale*  Cononley* 
Cowling*  Carleton  and  Addinghan*  and  the  attendances  have  been  satisfactory. 

ANTE-NATAL  HOSTEL. 

The  County  Council  has  provided  a  hostel  at  Brighouse  for  patients 
requiring  rest  rather  than  special  forms  of  treatment*  but  residence 
therein*  unlike  the  hospitals*  is  not  free  of  cost.  This  factor* 
combined  with  the  distance  from  many  patients  homes*  and  the  disinclination 
to  leave  their  families*  has  resulted  in  a  lack  of  demand  for  accommodation, 
and  the  hostel  was  closed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

DENTAL  CARE. 

There  is  one  dental  clinic  in  this  Division  at  Barnoldswick. 

During  the  year  additional  staff  became  available*  and  it  was  possible 
to  offer  free  dental  treatment  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  In 
other  parts  of  the  Division  the  arrangement  whereby  local  dental 
practitioners  provide  treatment  under  the  Gounty  Council* s  scheme  has 
continued. 

CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS. 

A  premature  infant  is  defined  as  one  weighing  5iT  lbs.  or  less  at 
birth*  irrespective  of  the  period  of  gestation.  When  such  infants  are 
born  at  home*  special  equipment*  kept  within  the  Division*  is  available  on 
the  midwife* s  recruest.  _ ! _ _ 


(g)  DAY  NURSERIES. 


Children  of  the  following  categories  within  the  age  range 
0-5  years  are  eligible  for  admission  to  day  nurseries:- . . 

(i)  The  young  child  whose  mother  is  ill  or  having  a  baby* 

(ii)  The  illegitimate  child  whose  mother  is  seeking  work. 

>  .  .  ^ 

(iii)  Children  of  parents  who  cannot  find  suitable  homes  or  are 
living  in  overcrowded  and/or  insanitary  dwellings. 

(iv)  The  young  child  of  a  widow  who  must  educate  and  support  her 
family  unassisted,  and  also  the  young  child  of  the  mother  whose 
husband  is  ill. 

(v)  The  child  whose  mother  is  engaged  in  the  t exbile  or  other  export 
industry. 

(vi)  The  child  whose  mother  is  engaged  in  the  armament  industry. 

*  .  . 

(vii)  Other  reasons. 

The  Earby  Day  Nursery  with  forty  places  has  been  open  throughout 
the  year*  and  although  the  demand  for  accommodation  has  not  been  heavy 
it  has  been  sufficient  to  maintain  a  full  register. 

The  Barnoldswick  Day  Nursery  was,  after  much  delay  in  construction, 
opened  in  September.  It  is  an  excellent  building,  and  provides  accommodat¬ 
ion  for  fifty  babies  and  young  children. 

Both  day  nurseries  are  under  medical  supervision,  the  children  being 
examined  on  admission,  and  periodically  thereafter.  V  1 

There  are  no  residential  nurseries  within  the  Division. 

(h)  CHILDRENS1  HOMES. 

There  are  two  homes  in  Skipton,  Burnside  House  and  Aire view  House. 

The  latter  was  re-opened  during  the  year  to  meet  a  further  demand  for 
,  this  type  of  accommodation  in  the  Gounty.  Although  administered  by  the 
Welfare  Department,  all  children  are  examined  by  the  Health  Department 
Staff  on  admission,  and  periodically  during  their  stay. 

(i)  CARE  OF  THE  UNMARRIED  MOTHER  AM)  CHILD. 

The  care  of  the  unmarried  mother  and  her  child  continues  to  present 
many  problems,  and  the  health  services  can  meet  only  part  of  the  needs  of 
these  women.  Satisfactory  arrangements  can  usually  be  made,  when  required, 
for  admission  to  a  hostel  or  hone,  for  confinement  there,  and  for  a  stay 
of  some  J-ength  afterwards.  The  County  Council  provides  financial  assistance 
in  such  cases.  But  the  problems  of 'social  and  moral  rehabilitation  which 
arise  are  often  very  difficult  to  solve,  and  require  the  co-operation  of 
voluntary  and  denominational  bodies  which  are  active  in  this  field,  and  of 
other  departments  of  the  local  authority. 


The  Organising  Secretary  of  the  Bradford  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare 
Council  has,  as  in  past  years,  been  especially  helpful, 

(j)  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 

Two  whole-tine  nid wives  have  been  employed,  and  eight  home  nurses 
also  undertake  midwifery.  This  system  of  combined  duties  has  been  found  to 
be  the  most  practicable  in  rural  areas.  These  ten  members  of  the  staff  are 
trained  to  give  gas  and  air  analgesia  during  childbirth* 

The  number  of  nidwives  employed  in  hospitals  in  the  Division  on 
31st  December,  1953  was  eleven. 


STATISTICS. 

Number  of  confinements  in  the  Divisional  area  attended  by  nidwives  s- 
Inst  itut  ional  .  Domiciliary  Cases. 


Total  No. 
of  cases. 

Dr®  not 

Dr.  present 
at  time  of 
delivery 
of  child. 

booked. 

Dr.  not 
present 
at  tine 
of  deliv¬ 
ery. 

Dr.  booked. 

Dr.  present  Dr.  not 
at  time  present 

of  delivery  at  time 
(either  of  dly. 

booked  Dr.  of 

or  Another) .  child . 

Toi! 

Mid wives  employed 
by  the  Authority 

. 

*  3 

24 

39 

88 

15 1 

Midwives  employed 
by  Voluntary 
Organisations. 

*~» 

— 

•Mi 

Mid wives  employed 
by  Hospital 
Management  Committees 

V 

•  570 

. 

1 

57C 

Mid wives  in  Private 
Practices 
(a) Nursing  Homes. 

tom 

(b) Others. 

- 

•re. 

- 

Totals: 

570 

3 

24 

39 

88 

724: 

No.  of  cases  delivered  in  institutions  but  attended 
by  domiciliary  nidwives  on  discharge  from  institutions 

before  the  14th  day  . . . 

Breast  Feeding. 

No.  of  domiciliary  cases  in  which  infant  was  wholly  breast 

.V-n  a±  UAJa  d, an. 


*1  m 


MEDICAL  AID  NOTICES. 

Jcsrrjc^ystrr-x stsmxjarsjtia ’s&  -n  ww  m  n  imrni  >nn>»* 

Summary  of  notices  issued  by  midwives  requesting  the  services  of 
a  doctor,  as  prescribed  in  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board s- 


In  respect  of  - 

(i)  Pregnancy*  3 

( ii)  Labour »  35 

(iii)  ''  Lying-in  period*  5 

( iv)  ---  The  child .  5 


HOME  -  NURSING-*  - 


Five  whole-time  nurses,  and  eight  nurses  who  combine  home  nursing 
with  midwifery  have  been  employed  to  care  for  patients  in  their  own  homes «  Their 
work  is  of  great  value,  and  very  much  appreciated ,  particularly  by  the  elderly 
and  long  term  sick*  The  . type  of  work  and  the  amount  vary  considerably,  depending 
to  a  large  extent  on  the  availability  of  hospital  beds  and  out-patient  treatment 
facilities • 


A  summary  of  the  work  done  by  the  home  nurses  is  as  follows s- 


/  ®  \ 
ti) 


Number  of  visits  paid  by  hone  nurses  durin 
the  years 


sj 

o 


g  i*  o  o  c  e  o  &  o  o  o  r>  *  ©  o  o  o  o  o  o 


33,375 


,-.iALTH  VISITING: 


(ii)  Number  of  cases  attended  by  home  nurses 
during  the  yean  (excluding  midwifery  and 
mat  er  nity  cases)?  9 0 


o  o  e  o  o  o  &  c  a  o 


o  c  oo  © 


2d  6 


OX  v 


Health  visitors  (who  are  also  qualified  nurses  and  midwives)  are 
d  for  home  visiting,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  advice  as  to  the  care  of 
pcung:..  children,  persons  suffering  from  illness  and  exnctant  or  nursing  mothers, 
and  as  to  the  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection©  In  this 
Division,  they  are. also  employed  as  school  nurses,  -and  tuberculosis  health 
visitors  so  that  each  has  an  area  (usually  with  a  clinic  as  well)  in  which  she 
an  employ  her  knowledge  and  skill  in  a  wide  variety  of  circumstances,  and  make 
an  important  contribution  towards  improving  the  health  of  the  community  0  The 
most  valuable  part  of  this  work  is  done  in  the  homes  where  individual  health 
teaching  is  given  and  families  helped  with  their  many  problems® 


essentially  a  field  worker,  the  health  visitor  can  assist  the  family 
doctor  in  the  care,  of  the  mother  and  child,  particularly  where  there  are  feeding 
difficult  less  and  help  him  to  supervise  the  welfare  of  the  aged,  the  disabled 
and  the  tuberculous  in  their  own  homes®  This  association  is  developing  very 
slowly  despite  its  obvious  value,  and  the  possibility  which  it  holds  out  of 
reducing  the  high  cost  of  the  medical  services,  apart  from  the  alleviation  of 
suffering o 

Cm  A mT OUT CC  * 
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Number  of  visits  paid  by  health  visitors  during  the  year  in  addition 
to  their  attendance  at  clinics  and  welfare  centres?- 


continued  - 


(i)  Expectant  Mothers 

(ii)  Children  under  1  year  of  age 

(iii)  Children  between  1  and  5  years 

(iv)  In  respect  of  Tuberculosis 

(v)  Other  cases 

Total: 


8.  HOME  HELP  SERVICE* 

This  service *  although  not  free  of  charge*  is  now  accepted 
as  an  important  contribution  to  the  stability  of  the  household  in  sickness * 
disability  or  during  childbirth*  when  the  hone  help  is  engaged  to  take  over 
the  work  of  the  household*  and  to  turn  her  hand  to  anything  which  normally 
falls  to  the  lot  of  a  housewife*  including  cooking*  cleaning*  and  the  care  of 
children.  During  the  year  the  establishment  of  home  helps  has  been  twenty  two* 
or  the  equivalent  in  part-time  workers*  and  the  following  table  shows  the  types 
of  case  and  time  devoted  to  then. 

During  most  weeks  between  seventy  and  eighty  individuals  or 
families  have  received  either  part-time  or  whole-tine  help*  which  makes  a 
heavy  demand  on  the  clerical  and  administrative  staff  of  the  Divisional  Health 
Office. 


First  Visits. 

129 

826 


955 


Total  Visits. 

v  mw  —  '■  ■  T 

371 

5  s  328 
8s707 
1,259 
1,801 

17,466 


Gases  provided  with  hone  helps  daring  the  year  cone  within  the 
following  classif ications:- 


No.  of  cases. 


(1) 

Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers)  . 

86  - 

7,304 

(11) 

Tuberculosis . .  ...  .  . .  0 , 0 

3 

889 

(iii) 

Chronic  sick*  including  aged  and  infirm 

197 

33,320 

(iv) 

Others  ...  ...  ...  . .  t  ttf  0< 

8 

3,312 

Total : 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE,  -  '  —  •  ‘  -  - 

The' functions  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  under  existing 
legislation  are  as  follows s- 

(a)  The  appointment  of  duly  authorised  officers  to  take  initial  proceedings 
for  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  who  are  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  Lunacy 
and  Mental  Treatment  Acts. 

(b)  The  duty  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  191 3  -  18  of  ascertaining  what 
persons  in  the  area  are  defectives;  providing  suitable  supervision  for  them,, 
guardianship ,  or  institutional  care;  and  making  arrangements  for  the  provision 
of  suitable  training  or  occupation  for  defectives  not  in  institutions. 

(c)  The  duty  to  make  arrangements  for  the  care  and  after-care  of  persons 
suffering  from  mental  illness  or  mental  defectiveness ,  so  far  as  provision 
is  not  otherwise  made. 

(d)  The  provision  of  an  ambulance  service  for  the  purpose  of  the  mental 
health  service. 

Under  the  terms  of  paragraph  (a)  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer  has 
dealt  with  the  following  cases  during  the  years- 

(i)  Number  of  cases  certified  under  Section 

16  of  the  Lunacy  Act,  1890.  .  •*  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 


(ii)  Number  of  cases  dealt  with  under  Section  20,  ...  ...  ...  — 

(iii)  Number  of  cases  dealt  with  under  Section  21.  ...  ...  ... 

(iv)  Number  of  cases  in  which  authorised  officers 
have  assisted  in  obtaining  admission  under 

Section  1.  of  the  Mental  Treatment  Act,  ...  ...  ...  1 

(v)  Cases  dealt  with  under  Section  5  of  the 

Mental  Treatment  Act .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

(vi)  Any  other  cases  referred  to  the  authorised 
officer  for  action,  but  where  it  was  not 
found  necessary  to  proceed  under  the 

Lunacy  or  Mental  Treatment  Acts .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

The  mental  health  social  worker  visits  mental  defectives  in 
Divisions  1  and  2  who  are  cared  for  by  their  parents  or  relatives.,  or  who  are 
working  under  supervision  in  various  occupations*  She  also  provides  reports 
on  patients  on  licence  from  hospitals ,  and  keeps  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer 
informed  of  the  welfare  of  all  the  defectives  in  his  area. 

A  home  teacher  visits  a  few  defectives  in  their  own  homes ,  and 
operates  a  group  training  centre  in  Skipton  on  three  days  each  week,  for 
children  who  can  travel  thereto.  There  are  twelve  children  on  the  register 
of  this  centre,  which  provides  both  training  and  occupation,  and  a  respite  for 
their  often  harassed  parents.  Dinners  are  supplied  through  the  school  meals 
service,  and  travel  warrants  provided  for  defectives  and  their  escorts. 

It  is  a  service  which  is  little  known,  but  greatly  appreciated. 


continued  - 


The  shortage  of  institutional  accomodation  for  mental  defectives 
is  still  a  great  problem ,  for  according  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  there  were? 
at  the  beginning  of  1953?  3? 527  urgent  and  5?46l  non-urgent  cases  awaiting 
admission. 


With  regard  to  persons  suffering  from  mental  illness?  their  care 
and  after  care  are  still  unsatisfactory?  for  there  is  a  lack  of  liaison  between 
the  mental  hospitals,  their  out-patient  clinics?  and  the  local  health  authority;’ 
whilst  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer  has  no  special  training,  and  is  not  wholly 
employed  in  this  type  of  work.  The  mentally  sick  are  often  only  too  well  aware 
of  the  stigma  which  has  for  centuries  been  attached  to  their  form  of  illness? 
and  which  is  so "slow  in  disappearing*  The  psychiatric  social  workers  are  few? 
so  there  is  rarely  anyone  outside  the  family  circle  to  whom  mentally  sick  persons 
can  turn  or  discuss  their  troubles  without  constraint*  As  mental  illness  is  an 
increasing  national  problem?  the  need  for  a  trained  person  to  provide  the  liaison 
and  after  care  which  is  now  lacking  becomes  more  and  more  obvious. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  the  reader  of  this  report  to  know  that 
according  to  the  Ministry  of  Health1 s  most  recent  figures?  nearly  150,000  cases 
of  mental  illness  are  in  hospital?  many  in  overcrowded  mental  hospitals :  and 
nearly  60? 000  mental  defectives  are  in  care?  with  the  huge  waiting  list  already 
quoted. 


STATISTICS g 


Particulars  of  mental  defectives  in  the  Division  as  on  1st  January? 
1953...  1 

No.  of  ascertained  mental  defectives  found  to  be  u subject  to  be 

dealt  with11 . 


^  :  t  •*>  v.« 

Male* 

Female. 

Total.  : 

(a)  On  licence  from  institutions 

‘  •*  *  v  *  „  * 

1 

t 

1  i 

(b)  Under  guardianship  (incl. 
cases'  oh  licence  therefrom) 

» 

mm 

mm 

(c)  Under  Statutory  Supervision 
(excl.  cases  on  licence) 

*  *  I  V  -  *r  ,  , 

32 

19 

\ 

51  : 

No.  of  cases  incl.  in  (b)  and 
(c)  above  awaiting  removal  to 
an  institution  ‘  *  w 

3 

1  | 

4 

No.  of  mental  defectives  not  at 
present  11  subject  to  be  dealt  with11 
but  over  whom  some  form  of  voluntary 
supervision ' lb  maintained s 

9 

:  3 

12 

No.  of  mental  d.efectives  receiving 
training 

(a)  In  Occupation  Centres 2 

4 

4 

8  ' 

(b)  At  home. 

!  2 

3 

5 

io.  vaccination  and  e#iunisation. 


Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  the  Local  Health 
Authority  has  a  statutory  duty  to  make  arrangements  for  persons  in  its 
area  to  be  vaccinated  against  smallpox  and  immunised  against  diphtheria. 

Vaccination  and  immunisation  ^.re*  therefore *  offered  to  the 
parents  of  all  babies*  and  if  desired  are  carried  out  by  the  family  doctor 
or  at  any  child  welfare  centre.  Immunisation  is  again  offered  when  the 
child  reaches  school  age. 

Both  these  procedures  are  voluntary *  arid  without  charge. 

These  factors *  along  with  the  greatly  reduced  incidence  of  both  diphtheria 
and  smallpox*  are  giving  parents  a  false  sense  of  security.  This  falsity 
was  only  too  apparent  during  1953, *  when  there  were  thirty  nine  cases  of 
smallpox  with  seven  deaths  in  West  Yorkshire  and  the  adjacent  part  of 
Lancashire,  This  outbreak  resulted  in  an  increased  number  of  vaccinations 
during  the  year,  but  the  figures  for  both  vaccination  and  immunisation  are 
still  unsatisfactory. 

Vaccination  against  whooping  cough  was  introduced  in  1952. * 
and  consists  of  three  injections  given  at  monthly  intervals  which*  should 
it  not  fully  protect  the  child*  will  modify  the  course  of  the  disease* 

The  response  has  been  encouraging*  for  parents  appreciate  that  whooping  cough 
is  frequently  a  distressing*  and  often  a  serious  disease. 

STATISTICS; 

(a)  Number  of  persons  vaccinated  (or  re- vaccinated  during 

Period s~ 


Age  at  date 
of  vaccination 

Under  j 

1  yr.  i 

l  yr. 

2  - 

4  yrs. 

5  - 

14  yrs. 

15  yrs. 
or  over. 

Total. 

Number 

vaccinated 

108 

167 

218 

899 

1010 

2402 

Number 

re-vaccinated 

— 

~ 

13 

270 

986 

1269 

(b)  Number  of  children  who  completed  a  full  course  of 
primary  immunisation  against  diphtheria  during  the  year. 


Age  at  dele  of  final  injection 


Under  5 
404 


5  to  14.  Total, 


10/ 


50S 


4. 


(c)  Number  of  children  who  were,  given  a  secondary  or 

reinforcing  injection  (i,e.,  subsequent  to  complete  full  course)  during  the 

yeai ...  •  •  •  ...  o41  •  _ _ 

- - — 


STATISTICS s 


(d)  Number  of  children  who  completed  a  full  course  of  immunisation 
against  whooping  cough  during  the  years- 


Age  at  31.12.53. 
i.e.  born  in  year.- 

Under 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1953 

1952 

1951 

I95O 

1949  1948 

!  J  , 

Total . 

Number  immunised. 

37 

178 

46 

25 

16 

5 

307 

H .  CAKE  AND  AFTER-CARE  SERVICE. 


This  responsibility  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  covers  a 
very  wide  field,  and  in  a  short  report  such  as  this  reference  can  only  be  made 
to  certain  aspects.  One  of  these  is  the  provision  of  sick  roon  requisites 
which  home  nurses  issue  on  loan  to  appropriate  cases.  In  addition.*  crutches, 
spinal  beds  and  invalid  chairs  may  be  provided!  convalescent  home  treatment, 
and  extra  milk  for  certain  cases  of  tuberculosis. 

The  prevention  of  illness  raises  the  question  of  health 
education.  It  is  a  difficult  problem  as  no  legislation,  rules  or  regulations 
can  make  up  for  the  lack  of  interest  in  health  on  the  part  of  the  public. 

It  is  neither  easy  to  get  the  message  of  health  across,  nor  to  measure  success 
achieved  in  this  direction.  The  Press  and  Radio  are  helpful,  so  are  leaflets 
and  posters.  But  the  personal  approach  by  professional  health  workers  is 
undoubtedly  the  best,  and  has  achieved  much.  Far  more  could  be  done  if 
additional  staff  were  available  for  this  field  work,  and  to  give  lectures  and 
demonstrations  to  many  types  of  audience. 

The  education  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  is,  however, 
a  matter  to  which  close  attention  can  be  given  at  hone  visits  and  clinics. 

The  health  visitors  can  also  assist  in  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis,  for  we 
have  a  close  liaison  with  the  Chest  Physician  through  their  attendance  at  his 
clinics,  and  by  means  of  monthly  case  conferences  and  discussions. 

It  has  become  the  custom  to  refer  to  the  care  of  the  elderly 
in  this  section0  In  19 01  the  number  of  people  aged  65  and  over  in  England  and 
Wales  was  one-and-  half  million  or  4.7  per  cent.  In  1951  it  was  10.9  per  cent, 
and  by  1977  is  likely  to  be  over  seven  millions,  about  16  per  cent.  In  addition) 
the  'number  of  younger  people  is  decreasing.  By  helping  to  increase  the 
expectation  of  life,  medical  science  has  created  a  problem  which  must  be  solved  : 
against  a  social  background  which  is  changing,  and  in  which  there  is  a.  tendency  ; 
to  regard  it  as  a  community  or  national  responsibility  rather  than  a  family  matti 
The  vast  majority  of  old  people  x/ant  to  live  at  home,  and  manage  surprisingly 
well  with  the  assistance  of  relatives,  home  nurses  and  home  helps,  and  kindly  j 

neighbours.  But  if  they  become  ill  or  their  condition  deteriorates,  it  is  j 

usually  impossible  to  find  a  hospital  bed  for  then  immediately,  and  things 
become  very  difficult.  Furthermore,  the  present  organisation  of  the  hone  help 
service  is  not  designed  to  cover  these  cases  satisfactorily. 

For  those  who  are  too  frail  to  manage  in  their  own  homes,  even  j 
with  assistance,  hostels  are  necessary.  There  are  insufficient  hostels,  and 
tney  have  neither  the  facilities  nor  staff  to  deal  with  a  degree  of  disability  o' 
temporary  illness,  which,  in  many  cases  should  not  demand  admission  to  hospital.  \ 


continued  - 


In  some  places  there  are  51  half-way  houses15  to  meet  the  needs  of  this  type  of 
case.,  but  as  there  are  none  here,  there  is  an  obvious  need  for  the  Local 
Health  Authority  and  Regional  Hospital  Board  to  meet  and  provide  a 
solution* 

The  problem  of  accomodation  for  the  old  person  whose  mental 
faculties' are  failing, T but  is  not  in  need  of  medical* or  surgical  treatment 
in  a  hospital,  also  needs  solving  by  joint  consultation  of  the  same 
'  authorities. 

L2.  PROBLEM  FAMILIES . 

wt  .m  r,  ->  j-i—h  i-iw 

The  presence  in  the  community  of  a  subnormal  or  problem  group 
has  1-ong  been  recognised,  and  although  the  numbers  in  this  group  are  much 
fewer  than  they  were  at  the  turn  of  the  century,  a  sharper  emphasis  has  been 
placed  on  their  presence  by  the  improvements  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
standards  of  parentcraft  and  the  physical  environment  of  the  bulk  of  the 
population o 

These  problem  families  are,  generally  speaking,  shiftless,  lazy, 
backward,  and  incorrigibly  ineducable^  and  they  present  a  continuous  problem 
to  the  medico-social  worker.  Their  names  appear  with  monotonous  regularity 
at  the  divisional  conferences  which  are  arranged  periodically  to  discuss  the 
neglect  and  ill-treatment  of  children  in  their  own  homes*  These  conferences 
are  valuable  in  so  far  as  they  enable  the  efforts  of  the  various  social 
workers  to  be  co-ordinated,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  most  effective 
method  of  treating  the  problem  family  lies  in  the  employment  of  Family 
Service  Units  sponsored  by  the  Society  of  Friends,  which  are  now  rendering 
truly  practical  assistance  in  some  large  towns.  x  . 

This  Society  has  recently  established  the  Spofforth  Hall 
Recuperative  Gentre  to  which  mothers  (and  their  children)  are  sent  who  fail 
to  provide  a  satisfactory  home  for  themselves  and  their  families.  At  this 
Gentre  near  Wetherby,  education  and  rehabilitation  have  been  provided  for  a 
small  number  of  families  with  most  encouraging  results. 

-3 .  AMBULANCE  SERVICE* 

With  the  exception  .of  -the  Grassington  ambulance  which  is  operated 
by  the  St.  John*s  Ambulance  Brigade  under  agency  arrangements  in  Upper 
Wharf edale,  all  vehicles  are  now  under  the  direct  control  of  the  County 
Council.  The  new  depot  in  Barnoldswick  serves  the  West  Craven  area|  Silsden 
and  adjacent  parishes  are  served  from  Keighley^  Addingham  and  Beamsley  from 
Guiseley,  and  the  remainder  of  the  Division  from  the  Skipton  depot. 

Judging  from  comment  and  the  absence  of  complaint,  it  is  assumed 
that  these  arrangements  are  providing  a  satisfactory  service. 

STATISTICS  g  ■  -  - .  - 

;  •  •  •  ■  mm*  ; 

Mileage  covered s  123, 442 . 

. . . _ . . . . j . . .  i 

Patients  carried s  16,227 . 


17...  THE  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 
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The  following  statistics,  kindly  supplied  by  the  Divisional 
Education  Officer,  relate  to  one  day  in  mid-Dctober,  1953*,  nnd  n&y  ke 
of  interest  to  the  reader  of  this  Report • 

(i)  No,  of  children  attending  school  on  that  day  7,229* 


(ii)  No,  of  schools  . . . .  « •  •  55* 

(iii)  No.  talcing  school  dinners  . .  •••  ••*  4,444* 

(iv)  No.  receiving  mid-morning  milk  . .  .*.  5,500. 


(v)  No.  eligible  for  free  dinners  •••  ...  *..  .*•  222. 

The  Health  Department  has  many  responsibilities  in  this  great 
service,  to  which  some  reference  is  appropriate.  The  basis  is  the  examinat— 
ion  of  each  child  on  at  least  three  occasions  during  school  life,  along 
with  special  examinations  of  those  children  who  require  particular  observat¬ 
ion  or  care,  and  the  provision  of  guidance  to  the  Youth  Employment  Officer 
when  the  time  comes  for  pupils  to  leave  school. 

That  the  service  is  appreciated  is  obvious  from  the  number  of 
parents  who  take  the  trouble  to  attend  these  examinations.  Whilst  they  rely 
on  the  family  doctor  for  treatment,  they  value  the  opportunity  of  discussing 
with  the  school  doctor  the  health  of  their  children  as  opposed  to  their 
diseases*-* 


It  will  be  noted  in  Table  (c)  that  the  general  condition  of  the 
pupils  is  mainly  very  satisfactory.  Their  height  and  weights  continue  to 
increase,  and  from  statistics  collected  elsewhere  it  appears  that  average 
children  to-day  are  about  three  inches  taller  and.  eight  pounds  heavier  than 
children  of  corresponding  age  living  thirty  years  and  more  ago.  These 
increases,  relatively  greater  for  the  poorer  than  for  the  wealthier,  have 
been  scarcely  affected  by  the  recent  War,  and  they  continue. 

TABLE  1. 

(a)  PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  inspections  in  the  prescribed  groups;- 

Entrants  . . . 

7  to  8  year  group . . .  ...  . . 

Last  year  primary. . .  ...  o  • .  ... 

First  year  secondary  ...  ...  ... 

Last  year  secondary  . . . . . 

Totals  2 . 182 


(b)  OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 


Number  of  Special  Inspections* • •  ... 
Number  of  Re- inspections  ...  ...  . . . 


Total; 


;  ;  .  n  i-J  v-./v ' 

continued  - 

(c)  PUPILS  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT. 


Group  * 

Defective 

For  any  of  other 

Total 

vision(excl# 

conditions  record- 

individual 

\ 

i 

squint ) . 

ed  in  Table  UA.  ! 

pupils* 

j 

Entrants 

u 

174  ; 

164 

7  to  8  year  group 

i 

— 

Rn 

Last  year  primary 

99 

128  ; 

208 

:  First  year  secondary.  ; 

a 

o 

36 

40 

j  ’  '  ~~ 

Last  year  secondary"  . 

36 

63  | 

91 

1 

;  :■  1 

Totals 

157 

H 

O 

503 

(d)  -CLASSIFICATION  OP  THE  GENERAL  CONDITION  OP  ALL  PUPILS 
GIVEN  A  ROUTINE  EXAMINATION. 


Age  Groups. : 

.  ho.  of  A. 
pupils  No. 
inspect¬ 
ed  0 

(Good) . 

%  of 

Col. 2. 

1 

B. 

No. 

(Fair) 

%  of 

Col. 2. 

c. 

No. 

(Poor) . 
\%  of 
Col*2. 

Entrants 

897 

533 

59.42 % 

342 

38.1  % 

22 

2.45% 

7  to  8  year  group 

> 

— 

— 

? 

Last  year  primary 

717 

468 

65% 

249 

35;:  i 

- 

m=t* 

First  year 
secondary 

149 

!  98 

65.8% 

50 

1 

33.5%  , 

1 i 

1 

0.7 % 

Last  year 
secondary 

419 

297 

71$ 

122 

I 

i 

29% 

1 

] 

<n 

— 

Totals 

2S182 

1,396 

64% 

763 

1 

J 

34.9% 

23 

1.1% 

_ 

_ _ 

- - .  —  -  -  .  - 

- - -  -  - - —  ,  — - - - 

- 

.  - -  - - - 

-  * - -  -  - 

- _ - - - 

TABLE  LI. 


( e)  RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  IN  TILE 
YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1953 . 

All  defects  noted  at  nedical  inspection  as  requiring  treatment  are 
included  in  this  return,  whether  or  not  this  treatment  was  begun  before  the 
date  of  the  inspection. 


i 

Periodic 

Inspections 

.  Special 

Inspection 

Defect  or 

Disease. 

No.  of 

Defects. 

No.  of  Defects. 

Requir- 

Requiring 

Requir- 

Requiring 

ing 

observat- 

!  ing 

observatic 

treat- 

ion  but 

treat- 

but  not 

ment . 

not  treat- 

ment. 

treat- 

i 

ment . 

ment. 

Skin 

35 

21 

i  6 

i 

1 

Eyes:  (a)  Vision 

i 

» 

157 

117 

:  32 

36 

(b)  Squint 

24 

11 

10 

•  4 

(c)  Other 

i 

» 

! 

11 

6 

1 

« 

i 

1 

Ears:  (a)  Hearing 

S 

13 

6 

4 

(b)  Otitis 

Media 

13 

17 

:  1 

M 

(c)  Other 

■ 

2 

5 

1 

1 

•  - 

Nose  or  Throat 

i 

61 

192 

i  14 

40 

i 

Speech 

l 

1 

5  - 

10 

i  10 

6 

Cervical  Glands 

| 

17 

86 

8 

11 

Heart  and  Circulation 

5 

8? 

!  1 

i 

17 

Lungs 

i 

16 

67 

:  3 

16 

Developmental : 

• 

- 

> 

(a) 

Hernia 

3  : 

18 

1 

2 

(b) 

Other 

5 

164 

2 

i 

i 

7 

Orthopaedic: 

(a) 

Posture 

30 

22 

10 

3 

(*>) 

Flat  Feet 

83 

31 

25 

4 

(c) 

Other 

40 

58 

17 

3 

Nervous  System: 

■ 

- -  “  - - - - - —  "  * 

i 

-  « 

(a) 

Epilepsy 

4 

2 

1 

3 

(b) 

Other 

2 

7 

!  1 

5 

Psychological: 

r 

i  • 

>  »•  ' 

(a) 

Development 

3 

6 

!  5 

8 

(b) 

Stability 

6 

23 

3 

6 

Other 

. .  .  .  .  .  .  i 

34 

17 

\  17 

11 

TOTAL: 

564 

980 

177 

185 

CLINIC  ARRANGEMENTS. 


School  Clinics  are  held  in  Skipton,  Silsden  and  Barnoldswick  where 
children  requiring  observation  can  be  seen  regularly,  and  given  treatment 
when  appropriate . 

In  addition,  there  are  specialist  clinics  for  Orthopaedic,  Ear,  Nose 
and  Throat,  and  Eye  defects 2  speech  therapy  clinics  in  Skipton  and  Barnoldswick 
and  a  Child  Guidance  Clinic. 

HANDICAPPED  PUPILS. 

A  register  is  maintained  of  all  pupils  who,  owing  to  some  mental  or 
physical  disability,  require  special  educational  treatment.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  65  pupils  were  included |  the  division  into  the  various  categories  \ 
being  as  follows s-  i 


Blind 

3 

Partially  Deaf 

3 

Physically  Handicapped 

18 

Partially  sighted 

2 

Maladjusted 

3 

Educat ionally 

Deaf 

6 

Delicate 

7 

Subnormal 

23 

Total?  s^^3S=e 

The  number  of  pupils  who  were  attending  special  schools  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  25.,  the  details  being  as  follows 


Schools  for  the  Blind  2  Schools  for  Maladjusted  3 

Schools  for  Partially  sighted  2  Schools  for  Delicate  2 

Schools  for  the  Deaf  5  Schools  for  Physically 

Schools  for  Partially  Deaf  1  Handicapped  4 

Schools  for  EducationaJLly 

Subnormal  6 


In  addition  to  the  pupils  classified  as  handicapped  under  the  Education 
Act,  1944*5  78  children  with  defects  of  a  less  serious  or  temporary  nature 
were  under  observation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

NETHERSIDE  HALL. 


This  residential  school  near  Grassington  has  been  provided  for  the 
education  of  delidate  boys  whose  homes  are  within  the  West  Riding.  Their 
medical  supervision  is  the  responsibility  of  the  staff  of  the  department. 

DENTAL  SERVICE. 

The  following  statistics  have  been  provided  by  Mr.  O.A.  Long,  Senior 
Dental  Officer,  appertaining  to  the  work  within  the  Divisions- 
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Number  of  children  inspected 

SI  found  to  require  treatment 


IS 


1! 


u 


1i 


H 


Si 


Si 


1! 


SI 


SI 


SI 


Si 


offered  treatment 


treated 


n  At' tendances 


li  Extractions 


(a)  temporary 

(b)  Permanent 


u  General  anaesthetics? 


n  Fillings  ? 

(a)  temporary 

(b)  permanent 


Other  .treatments? 


(a)  temporary 

(b)  permanent 


2,715 

2,173 

1,857 

1,482 

2,826 


1,683 

251 

9 


625 

1,919 


270 

864 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS . 

Particulars  of  medical  examinations  carried  out  by  the  Divisional  j 
Medical  Staff  are  listed  below?-  J 

Entry  to  County  Superannuation  Scheme?  . . .  66 

Teachers  and  entrants  to  training  colleges? . .  18 

Fitness  for  work? . .  . . .  7 

In  addition,  certain  examinations  were  carried  out  under  the 
Children  Act,  1948*,  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  and  the  Education  Act,  1944* i 


